
RSDE
Speeds Up Evaluation Process
Wichita Falls, TX - In July 2007, water from the Wichita River rose out of its banks,
hurdled over the Duncan floodgates, and inundated 167 homes in Wichita Falls, Texas.
Utilization of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Residential
Substantial Damage Estimator (RSDE) hastened the process for determining damage
estimations.

The RSDE software is based on regulatory requirements of the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) and is provided free of charge as a tool for those
responsible for preparing substantial damage determinations.

Communities participating in the NFIP are required to adopt a local floodplain ordinance
that meets the NFIP criteria and to comply with guidelines that require homes located in
the FEMA 100 year floodplain or Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) be evaluated for
substantial damage after a flood event. Substantial damage is damage of any origin
sustained by a home whereby the cost of restoring it to its pre-damaged condition
equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the home before the damage
occurred.

Teague along with six building inspectors from other Texas cities---Hutto (Williamson
County), Frisco (Collin County), Irving and Rowlett (Dallas County) began the
evaluation process within three days following the flood. The standardized software
enabled them to borrow inspectors utilizing inter-community agreements.

Using the RSDE Damage Inspection Worksheet (a checklist), the building inspectors
went into the homes and manually recorded the data. The data was entered into the
software. The software provided reasonable and defendable building values and
damage estimates in a short time frame. The task was completed within a week.

FEMA does not require the use of the software. The homeowner has the right to
require the use of alternatives, including professional appraisals, contractors’ damage
estimates, and community damage estimates for making substantial damage
determinations.

The software assists in assessing residential building values. It’s a tool for evaluating a
home’s market value prior to the damage and for determining the amount of damage
following a disaster event. It shows how to rapidly, efficiently, and consistently assess
substantial damage. It allows communities to compile a data base of inspected houses
as well as help to identify areas that have received repetitive damages.
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